THE FOLLY

Rescue and Restoration
The North Craven Building Preservation Trust purchased the hall and south ranges of
The Folly in 1996, aided by a loan from the Architectural Heritage Fund and grants
from the Heritage Lottery Fund and Yorkshire Forward. The aim was to restore the
building and open it to the public as a historic house and the new home for the
Museum of North Craven Life.
Next began the complex and time-consuming task of raising
match funding from a wide range of sources, to enable restoration
and conversion to begin. By early 2000 sufficient grant-aid had
been secured to allow building work to commence in June of
that year.
From then until March 2001, substantial repairs were carried
out to the fabric and structure of the building, including the
strengthening of beams and the laying of new oak floors.
Unsightly modern partitions were removed and new services
were provided. Original blue slate flags were uncovered on the
ground floor, enabling earlier levels to be restored and improving
wheelchair access.

This is the room in which you are standing as it appeared at the start of the repairs

The building welcomed its first visitors in July 2001 and in
December of that year, the first phase of The Folly Project was
opened by HRH The Prince of Wales.
Although the north range does not require such major restoration,
ongoing repair and maintenance is a fact of life for a building of
this age and the Trust also needs to carry out work to enable
the two parts of the house to be properly integrated and made
suitable for public access and enjoyment.
Removal of a rotten piece from one of the principal joists

HRH The Prince of Wales unveils a plaque to commemorate the opening

A new oak beam being delivered. Because of access problems, one of the corner
windows had to be removed in order to manoeuvre the timber into place

