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New permanent S&C exhibition at 
Settle Museum
by Nigel Mussett

Many readers will know that 
there has been a permanent 
display featuring the Settle and 
Carlisle railway on show at the 

Museum of North Craven Life in The Folly 
at Settle. Included amongst the artefacts 
on view are the name board from Ais Gill 
signal box, the 4mm scale model of Settle 
station in MR days by Norman Wilkinson 
and the BR model showing six options for 
a possible replacement for Ribblehead 
viaduct dating from the time when the line 
was under threat of closure on account of 
the advanced state of deterioration of this 
major structure.

Nigel Mussett at the exhibition
Photo: Anne Read

   A year or so ago the Hon. Curator of 
the Museum, Anne Read, invited me to 
revamp the permanent S&C exhibition 
which occupies a large room at the top of 
The Folly and I am pleased to report that 
this task has now been completed. Use has 
been made of the top landing to provide an 
introduction to the exhibition as a whole, 
beginning with a synopsis of the coming of 

the railways to North Craven in the 1840s. 
Along one wall we now have a plan of 
the line and the Hawes branch (Contract 
5 of the S&C project), over 20ft long and 
at a scale of two inches to one mile, fully 
illustrated with small vignettes illustrating 
features and places along the route. 
   Inside the main room, in addition to the 
two existing models mentioned above, 
the exhibition follows various themes 
in a clockwise direction, the story being 
told largely in pictures with informative 
captions, although there are several 
panels of text which set the themes in 
some sort of historical context. Above 
Norman Wilkinson’s model along the 
south wall, attention is focused on the four 
phases of the line’s operation under the 
Midland Railway, then under the LMS, BR 

and finally the 
Train Operating 
Companies since 
privatisation. 
Opportunity has 
then been taken 
to present a 
great deal of new 
material relating 
to the building of 
the line, a theme 
with which Bill 
Mitchell and I 
have been closely 
involved for over 
thirty five years. 
The wall panels 
are enhanced by 
the display  in a 
cabinet alongside 
of many artefacts 
not previously on 

public view and which will, I hope, all help 
to bring this exciting aspect of the railway 
to life.
   Attention is then drawn to Ribblehead 
viaduct, the use of the line for the export 
of local produce and natural resources 
(over twenty are listed!) and the Centenary 
celebrations of 1975 and 1976, something 
again which Bill Mitchell and I were closely 
associated with for three hectic but  
immensely enjoyable and productive years.
   Panels on the last wall depict the plight 
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of the line as it was deliberately run down 
by BR and the lively campaign which was 
mounted against the proposed closure 
announced in 1983. The success of this 
long-running campaign is emphasised in 
the final panels, with an overview of the 
major improvements and renovations 
made since the reprieve of 1989. Current 
timetables and literature on the line, 
details of FoSCL membership and of 
associated activities such as the guided 
walks programme and Dales Rail, together 
with a Fact File, are all available on hand 
for those wishing to learn more. My aim is 
to help the visitor leave the room with a 
deeper understanding of this remarkable 
railway and with a wish to experience it at 
first hand if they have not already done so.
   FoSCL has recently made a generous 
donation to the Museum to enable some 
phased improvements to be made to 
this exhibition; at the time of writing we 
think that this will be initially directed at 
making the long illustrated line plan in the 
top corridor into an even more striking 
permanent feature than it is now.
   The Museum is open during the summer 

months from Easter until the end of 
October every day except Mondays and 
Wednesdays, 1230-1630, and 1030-1630 
on Tuesdays. Adult entry is £2.50 per 
person, with the usual concessions.   Under 
16s are free.
   On Friday, 31 August this year at 7.30 pm 
in The Folly, a special S&C railway evening 
event has been arranged with Nick Jones 
and Alan Daltrey when they will be giving 
a presentation of their artistic and literary 
work relating to the line, entitled ‘Along 
the Settle-Carlisle’. Tickets, priced at £6, 
including refreshments, can be obtained 
direct from The Folly or by ringing 01729 
822893. Owing to limited space, tickets 
should be booked in advance.

Contact: www.ncbpt.org.uk/folly     

Below: The exhibit devoted to the building 
of the S&C.
Photo: Anne Read




