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PADRES 

“I have once more to remark upon the devotion to duty, 

courage and contempt of danger which has characterised the 

work of the Chaplains of the Army throughout this campaign” 

(Field Marshall Lord French) 

 

Military Chaplains or Padres were expected to hold services and bury the dead. 

They wore Army uniform but carried no weapons. Without any other instructions, the 

padres were left to work out their role. We have here the lives of two remarkable 

men who certainly made an impact! 

Harry Blackburne D.S.O., M.C. 

Harry was already an army chaplain so was sent to France immediately. Based with 

the 3rd Brigade Field Ambulance, he rode vast distances to take services, he buried 

the dead, making careful note of map references. He helped dress wounds, acted as 

an anaesthetist and wrote to bereaved families. Once he stayed with two 

condemned soldiers to the end. 

Harry realized the importance of having somewhere that the soldiers could relax 

when in reserve. He created a recreation room in a cellar serving refreshments and 

organized concerts. He acquired a portable harmonium (affectionately called his 

barrel-organ) and later a portable cinema.  

During the Battle of Loos, he took the soup kitchen as near the front as he could. 

Over 3,000 wounded men were given a mug of tea and some bread & butter.   

In 1916 Harry was appointed Senior Chaplain to the First Army. He set about 

organizing the Chaplains’ Department. He ran courses, met with leaders of other 

denominations and did all he could to support his fellow padres. 
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 “I love going off, bag in hand and my cassock tied round my waist.” 

 Harry set up his first clubs in the cellars at Vermelles 

 The First Army Headquarters were at Ranchicourt Chateau.  In the grounds of 

the castle, Harry preached the sermon on 5 August 1917 at a service 

commemorating the 4th anniversary of the outbreak of war.  Just over 5,000 

soldiers and medical personnel were there  
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