FOLLOWING THE DUKES
The 1/6th Battalion of the Duke of Wellington’s Regiment was made up of territorial
soldiers who were called up at the declaration of war. After training at Riby and
Doncaster, they were ordered to move on 14 April 1915. They sailed from
Folkestone to Boulogne and then on to billets close to Fleurbaix.

Most of the Settle lads were in No. 11 platoon, C Company under Captains Chaffers
and Whittaker and Lieutenants MacKenzie, Law, Whitaker and Geldard.
Between 26 April and the end of June they were based at billets near Fleurbaix,
alternating 4 days in billets and 4 in the trenches. On quiet days they could play
cricket but they also experienced horrific bombardments and attacks. We can follow
them in the War Diary and Lieutenant Geldard’s Diary, also on display. Captain
Chaffers wrote regularly to his mother. He described a typical bombardment on 9
May “The noise was terrific, not only is there the sound of the charge from the gun
and then the burst of the shells, but the wind screams as they rush through the air.
Sometimes they whistle at others it sounds more like an express train.” Eight soldiers
were wounded and one died.
Early in July, the battalion moved into Belgium and were based around Brielan
between Elverdinghe and Ypres. The days followed a similar pattern with the
occasional stop over at Divisional Reserve where everyone had a bath. With
Autumn, the trenches became more and more waterlogged – “mud two and three
feet deep” (Lt. Geldard). Casualties continued to mount.
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John Morphet, one of the “Lucky Thirteen” who was killed on 22 August, shot
through the heart
Office playing golf at Rossington near Doncaster
The Machine Gunners in training in February 1915
The Machine Gunners digging a trench section whilst in training in Armthorpe
near Doncaster
Map of Northern France and Belgium showing the positions of the 1/6
Battalion.
Map showing the position of Brielen where the 1/6 Battalion were station from
July 1915
A description of the state of the trenches printed in the Craven Herald in
November.
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