SETTLE AWAKE!
It was to be a weekend of celebrations culminating in a
triumphant send-off. Saturday 19 September saw the final
meeting in Settle when the results of the tour were announced.
The men then posed for photographs on the cricket field
before being treated to a gala dinner at the Ashfield and Lion
Hotels. They then adjourned to the Victoria Hall for a concert
of local talent and patriotic songs. The men who lived nearby
went home but men from further afield stayed the night at
Dickinson’s Temperance Hotel and at the Naked Man Hotel.

The Train Departing from Settle Station for Skipton.

THE DEPARTURE

The men, 86 in number, paraded in the Market
Place at 7 o’clock on Monday morning, and after
a little preliminary drill and other instructions, and
a parting speech by Mr. Morrison, fell in behind
the Settle Band, who once more lent their services
in the public-spirited manner they have displayed
throughout the war. It could then be seen what a
sturdy and likely looking lot men they were. A great
proportion of them were from the country farms,
and it would be difficult to find a more promising
set of recruits. Each member of the Company wore a
white armlet bearing the words, “Kitchener’s Man”
in red letters, and very proud of their “uniform” the
gallant fellows were. Escorted by a dense crowd,
which included Mr. Morrison and many well-know
residents, the Company marched in good style to
the station, at times singing “It’s a long long way
to Tipperary” (which Mr. George Herd had given
with great effect on Saturday) with great gusto. In
the interval before the train started they were each
presented with a meat pie and grapes from Mr.
Birkbeck, fruit from Mr. Clark, a cigar from Mr.
James Hunt, and a packet of cigarettes from Mrs.
Nicholson (Ingfield Hall). The Settle men were
especially favoured. In addition to the above gifts
they each received socks from Mrs. Birkbeck, and
a tin of cigarettes from Miss Geldard. Mr. Christie,
Mr. T. Dixon, Mr. D. H. Brayshaw, Mr. G. Thorpe,
Rev. A. Ingilby, and others also rendered financial
or other help to the “send-off.” Resounding cheers
were given for the men, fond farewells were said,
the National Anthem was sung, and amidst the
waving of handkerchiefs, the detonation of fogsignals, and hearty expressions of goodwill, Settle
sent out a body of men to fight for their country of
whom the whole district may well be proud.

Balance Sheet for the Gala Dinner showing a cost
for the event of Fourteen Pounds and Fourpence.

Craven Herald 25 September 1914 describing the
hearty send-off given to Tunstill’s men.

Craven Herald 4 September 1914 giving a list of all
the meeting and intended departure dates.
Letter of thanks from the 87, Craven Herald
25 September 1914.
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With only rudimentary uniforms
i.e. armbands emblazoned
with ‘Kitchener’s Man’ the
men assembled in the Market
Square at 7am on Monday 21
September. Despite the early
hour large crowds had gathered
to witness the parade and to
wish the men a fond farewell.
The men followed the same
route to the station as had been
taken by the first and second
waves of territorials in the
previous few weeks, headed by
the Settle Band, and loaded
with gifts of food, clothing,
cigarettes and cigars.
The company were joined
at the camp by more men
from the wider Yorkshire area
and became attached to the
10th Battalion of the Duke
of Wellington’s West Riding
Regiment. They spent almost
a year in training at Frensham,
Aldershot and Kent before
embarking for France
in August 1915.

The Regiment saw action at
The Somme, Messines and
Ypres before being transferred
to Italy in November 1917
where they also saw action.
They remained there for the
rest of the war.

Poster appealing for financial and other help
to give the men a send off, Craven Herald
25 September 1914.
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