HORSE POWER
On arrival in France horses
were stampeded to the front.
A letter home from one soldier
describes how:
“Only last night there was
a big rush with over 700
horses. Just imagine a stream
of horses half-a-mile-long
rushing by, as if they were
being pursued by a thousand
demons. During the stampede,
we had to build huge bonfires
at the junctions of all the
roads for miles round here.
It was weird. The shadows of
galloping horses, the sparks
from flying hoofs, looked
grand, although terrifying.”
Just like the men, horses
were wounded or killed.
By November 1914 23,000
injured horses had passed
into the care of the Army
Veterinary Corps to have their
wounds tended. Many were fit
enough to be sent back to the
Front after treatment; some
however were sent
home again.
A local horse became
something of a celebrity when
he was returned to his old job
at the Crown Hotel in Hortonin-Ribblesdale with part of an
ear missing – he had originally
been called Charlie but was
ever-after known as Old
Loplugs!
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Letter of thanks from the 87, Craven Herald
25 September 1914.
Horses in Settle Market Place.

Major-General Birkbeck
retired from the army in 1920
and lived in France for several
years before he tragically died
in 1929, at the age of 66, after
falling from a cliff whilst out
walking near his home
in Brittany.

Mr R. Dawson Metcalfe is still
busily engaged in scouring the
district for remounts for the
front, and up to the present he has
secured nearly 500. He is perfectly
satisfied with the quality of the
horses he has bought. The War
Office is very particular that only
the most suitable horses shall be
sent, and with this object in view
it is now required that every
horse shall be approved by the
veterinary surgeon before being
despatched to the front.
Craven Herald clipping showing that the
War Office was particular about the health
of the horses being supplied.

Only known photo of poor Old Loplugs.

THE CRAVEN HARRIERS
AND HORSES

Craven has not been behind other
districts in supplying horses to the army
from its hunting stables. Last week two
very useful horses were sent to the Depot
at York from the Kennels at Gargrave.
Members of the Craven Hunt also have
offered practically all their efficient
horses to the army, and some valuable
ones have been sent off. Naturally
several of those offered were rejected
on account of age, colour, &c., so that
the district is not entirely denuded.
The master of the Craven Harriers,
Sir Mathew H. Wilson is on active
service, but an endeavour will be made to
keep the pack going, though necessarily
with a reduced establishment.
Craven Herald 2 October 1914. Article about the
local hunt horses being recruited.
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