
It was rumoured that the Catholic 
priest at Settle, Father Tillman  
(a German by birth) used mirrors 
on the cross outside the church 
to signal to the enemy.

Newspaper reports prove that 
not only was the Aliens’ Act 
being strictly enforced but 
also members of the public 
were being extra vigilant and 
reporting anything that looked 
in the least bit suspicious.

Living through these years in 
Settle was a jobbing gardener 
and nurseryman named 
Charley Green.  

It is from his ‘memoir’ (also on 
display) that we can see how 
ordinary folk were affected by 
events so far away over the channel 
and how rumours were spread.

WAR OF WORDS
Propaganda was used in World War One as in any war – and the truth suffered. 

Heavily censored newspapers printed sensational headlines, not necessarily 

founded in fact. The general public became immediately suspicious,  

rumours abounded playing on everyone’s fears.

Propaganda ensured that the people only got to know what their 
government wanted them to know. Efforts to blacken the enemy’s 
name reached new levels. Even children’s books painted a dark 
picture of the enemy as our display demonstrates.

German Dreadnought bombardments of our coastal towns of 
Yarmouth, Scarborough, Hartlepool and Whitby in 1914 made 
the prospect of bombing very real to ordinary people. Foreign 
nationals had to register at local Police Stations; many were 
interned. People were encouraged to report anything suspicious. 
In the first few months of the War between 8,000 and 9,000 such 
reports had been received.

Fear, rumour and suspicion were rife across the whole country 
and the Craven District was no exception.  

Rhyme from a book for children published in 1914.

Charley Green writes about the very 
beginning of the war.

The front cover of a book of nursery rhymes 
from 1914 depicting a ‘goose-stepping’ goose.

The Rev. A.J. Whyte gave a series of these 
lectures throughout the Craven District.

Fear from caterpillars and Catholic priests 
as told by Charley Green.

 Mr. W. T. Shuttleworth, organising master of the Skipton Sci-
ence and Art Schools, has recently returned from the Summer Class-
es at Scarboro’, where he and others have had some interesting ex-
periences, which go to show what a vigilant eye the authorities are 
keeping on the coast line. Mr. Shuttleworth and a friend were out 
sketching one morning when they were politely approached by an 
officer who drove up in a motor car with a request that they should 
show him their work. This they did and he was satisfied. It appeared 
some well intentioned person—doubtless suffering from a mild attack 
of war fever—had informed the authorities that Mr. Shuttleworth and 
his friend were Germans.
 Mr. Shuttleworth expressed sorrow for three Austrian Poles, 
schoolmasters, who had obtained permission to attend the Summer 
School. They failed to leave the country on the outbreak of hostili-
ties and were detained as military prisoners and sent to York Castle. 
There was evidence in every hand, Mr. Shuttleworth said, that our 
naval authorities were very much alive to the dangers of the situation, 
and destroyers and other armed craft could often be seen with the na-
ked eye patrolling the coastline.

 At the Bradford West Riding Police Court on Thursday, the 
20th inst., Charles Trummel, a clerk, of Adwalton, was charged with 
contravening the Aliens’ Act by leaving the district in which he was 
registered without permission.
 Supt. Keel said he had occasion to communicate with Trummel 
and found he had left the district for Ingleton. The Ingleton police 
were communicated with, and Trummel was arrested late at night at 
a farmhouse where apartments are let to visitors.
 It was stated for the defence that prisoner had received some 
discharge papers from school, when he left Prussia, and he thought 
he was to all intents and purposes an Englishman. He had married 
an English woman, his father was a naturalised Englishmen, and his 
mother was an English woman. The defendant said he was unaware 
of the restrictions about going away.
 The Chairman (Dr. W. H. Ellis) said the Bench believed prison-
er had acted in good faith, but at the same time had contravened the 
Act. He would be fined £2 and the costs, and must enter into recog-
nisances himself in £20 and two sureties of £20 each to comply with 
the order.Craven Herald 28 August 1914 – an alien 

clerk visits Ingleton to his cost.

Craven Herald 28 August 1914 –  
sketching at the coast not a good idea!
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