
During our research for this exhibition we unearthed many documents and images that helped 
give us a picture of what life was like for the people of North Craven who were left at home. 
We also found many examples of the efforts that were being made here to support the men on 
the Frontline. Unfortunately we haven’t the space to display everything – here are just a few 
items that have helped us tell our stories.

HOME COMFORTS 

Men on the platform at Settle in September 
1914; they appear to be receiving gifts 
before their departure.

An appeal from the Craven Herald to donate 
all the unused razors that must have been 
lying around in homes that had absent men.

Those unable to serve in the forces were often 
very keen to support the troops in any way 

they could. This poster is appealing for ladies 
to knit and sew.

Children were educated about the War and 
the British Empire and were encouraged to 
make their own donations for those fighting. 
Here are two examples of a certificate that 
a child would receive for helping to send 
‘comforts’ to the troops.

The National Registration Act 1915 
provided a register of all persons between 
the ages of 15 and 65, who were not 
members of the Armed Forces. This is the 
registration certificate of local gardener 
Charley Green, who was 49 at the outbreak 
of the war. The information collected under 
the Act enabled the authorities to see who 
could be called up to serve and who  
should stay.

Fundraisers and events to aid the frontline 
troops were not uncommon during the 
war. Here Gilbert Tunstill’s wife, Geraldine, 
co-hosts an Afternoon Concert in aid of 
‘Comforts’ for her husband’s Battalion.

Special events were held for children whose 
fathers were serving in the armed forces.
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