
RECRUITMENT
Richard Haldane, Minister for War (1905 – 1912), undertook the reform of the 

British army, including the formation of the Territorial Force in April 1908. The men 

were recruited locally, trained at weekends, in the evenings and went to summer 

camp. The Settle lads had been training on Attermire and in the Drill Hall.

At midnight on 4 August 1914, when war 
became inevitable, the ‘war machine’ 
sprang into action and the British 
Expeditionary Force was mobilized. 

On Wednesday 6 August, the first group of 
nearly 100 Territorials from the Settle area 
set off. According to the Craven Herald, 
they were in high spirits as they marched 
fully equipped to Giggleswick Station, 
whistling and singing as they went. 

The young men of Craven were urged 
on all sides to enlist through newspaper 
articles, posters and even from the pulpit. 
A sermon was preached in Langcliffe 
Church on the ‘sin of shirking’. 
The vicar of Settle wrote in the parish 
magazines urging those who had not yet 
joined the colours to do so.  

The second detachment of 35 Territorials 
left by train on Wednesday 9 September. 
They joined the first detachment and 
became part of the 6th Battalion of 
the Duke of Wellington’s West Riding 
Regiment. They spent the autumn at Riby 
camp near Grimsby, moving to billets 
for the winter in Doncaster. They drilled, 
marched, dug trenches, practised musketry 
and night raids. On 14 April 1915 they 
sailed to Boulogne.

Poster advertising the departure of the Territorials.

The new recruits march through the streets preceded by the  
Brass Band and cheered by the people of Settle.

The Territorials board the train at Settle Station and are  
given a hearty ‘SEND-OFF’ on 9 September.

The ‘Lucky Thirteen’ were a group of lads from the Settle area. 
Here they are at Riby camp near Grimsby in October 1914. 
Five of them were not lucky and did not come home.

Extract from  
The Craven Herald of  

11 September describing 
their leaving.

Foreign Service Detachment.

  During the last few days Sergt. Holmes  
has recruited 35 more young men from 
Settle and the immediate locality for 
the foreign service company of the Terr- 
itorials. The men had an enthusiastic  
send off on Wednesday morning last (9th) 
on their departure. Admiring friends 
sent fruit, meat pies, sandwiches, pastry,  
cigarettes, lemonade, flowers, and many 
other dainties to make their long railway 
journey the more endurable. Sergt.  
Holmes and his comrades first assembled 
at the Drill Hall, and Mr. Morrison spoke 
a few kindly words of farewell to them, 
and paid a tribute to their patriotism.  
The Settle Brass Band then headed the 
procession to the station, where a huge 
crowd had assembled. Patriotic airs were 
played, resounding cheers given, fond  
farewells said, and the train steamed out 
of the station to the accompaniment of a  
salvo of fog-signals.
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