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Early Years

James, always known as ‘Freddie’ when 

young, was born in May 1912 and spent 

a happy childhood in Settle, exploring 

every inch of the town and surrounding 

countryside with his family and friends.   

He went to the National School along 

with his sister Marjorie and later won a 

scholarship to attend Giggleswick School 

as a day boy.

Living in Victoria Street, just up the hill from The Folly, 
meant that all the most important parts of Freddie’s 
life were close at hand: school, Zion Congregational 
Church and above all, easy access to the hills. Like the 
other Upper Settle children, he benefited from the 
weekly nature walks led by his father, which were both 
instructional and fun and laid the foundation for the 
detailed knowledge of the area which he never forgot.
 Freddie inherited many of his father’s characteristics, 
including his keenly enquiring mind, his talent for 
drawing and his ‘crazes’. These involved fierce 
concentration on a particular subject for months at a 
time until the next took over. Wireless, trains, farming 
and chemistry featured among these crazes and several 
developed into lifelong interests. He also harboured a 
long-standing ambition to become a doctor. Zion children fundraising for the troops in World War I. 

Freddie is in the centre of the front row
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James as a young student; the comment 
‘Space to Let’ on the reverse probably 
refers to the difficulties he and John 
Harger experienced in settling in to 
their new life in Edinburgh

Giggleswick School group; James is 
sixth from left on the second row

 Being a day boy at 
Giggleswick meant that 
Freddie – by now known 
as James – had the best of 
both worlds and was able 
to continue with his home 

life and forge long-lasting 
friendships. Among these 
friends was John Harger, a 
fellow pupil at Giggleswick 
and member of an old Settle 
family. Both boys did well 

at school and, along with 
another friend, Matthew 
Hunter, left Settle for the 
altogether-different world 
of Edinburgh, to study 
medicine.

‘The Long Drag’: photograph 
taken by James Riley
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