FREDERIC RILEY at work
1878 – 1960
Although his day job at the paper mill

His son James spoke of his father’s

was the main source of the family income

immense energy and described him as,

for a number of years, Fred’s many other

‘the last of the old field naturalists,

passions dominated the rest of his time.

a specialist in everything’.

Hand-coloured title slide for one of Fred Riley’s
lantern lectures

Langcliffe Paper Mill where Fred worked for
about 40 years as engine driver

The Book Stores,
Church Street

Fred’s boyhood activities
included exploring
the countryside with
his brothers, writing
and producing home
entertainments, keeping
pets and getting into a
number of scrapes along
the way. Everything is
meticulously recorded
in a pair of handwritten and illustrated
notebooks which show
that his natural gifts for
observing, writing and
drawing were formed in
his earliest years.
Fred’s output was
immense and tailored
for different purposes.
It included books,
pamphlets, rhymes and
recitations, play scripts,
lecture notes, handcoloured lantern slides
and photographic prints.
He was much in demand
as a lecturer and
published a prospectus
of his talks. Very much
the extrovert, he was a
natural performer and
delighted in entertaining
his audience.

A page from Fred Riley’s Childhood
Reminiscences

In the early 1920s
Fred, supported by
Bessie, opened a
bookshop in Church
Street, which not only
helped to supplement
the family income but
also provided an outlet
for his publications and
photographs, many of
which were produced
as postcards. The shop
stocked a wide range of
goods, including artists’
materials and toys, some
made by Fred with his
fretwork machine.

Poster for Fred’s ‘Wonders of the
Wayside’ lantern lecture. He wrote
a whole series of pamphlets on
this theme

After a day at the mill he
would return home, go
into the shop until 8 pm
and then get down to his
writing. A man of energy
indeed!

Fred working on his fretwork machine.
Fretwork was a very popular hobby in
the early years of the 20th century
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