MARJORIE LONGSTAFF (NÉE RILEY)
1909 – 1997
‘I Love Marjorie’

Kenya – known as ‘Mick’ or ‘Mickie’. They

Despite her love of home, Marjorie was

spent only three days together before

also a keen and adventurous traveller.

Mick disembarked at Port Said, but fell

In 1938 she made a life-changing journey

instantly in love. They continued their love

to India. On the outward voyage she

affair by letter and became engaged in

met Thomas Benjamin Garland from

1939 but never saw each other again.

Marjorie practising her archery skills during her 1947
visit to South Africa

Zion Ladies Singing Group, 1990. Marjorie is
second from left, front row

Tragically, Mick was
killed while piloting a
Hurricane in the Battle
for Malta in March 1941.
Marjorie faced her loss
with great bravery
and carried on with her
life and work.
In the years after Mick’s death,
Marjorie took comfort in
corresponding with his family and
made another great journey to South
Africa in 1947 to visit friends and then
on to Nakuru in Kenya, meeting Mick’s
sister and seeing the place where she
would have lived had she married him.

Marjorie’s engagement ring and
diary entry

Mick’s letter to Fred Riley asking for
permission to marry Marjorie

In 1950 she married John Longstaff,
a widower twenty years her senior
and the rest of her life was spent in
Horsforth, Austwick and Settle where
she and John continued the Riley
tradition of friendship and hospitality.
Marjorie was a natural carer of
others and looked after her parents
and husband lovingly as they became
frail. She preserved her friendships
and retained her great zest for life
until the end of her own.

John and Marjorie Longstaff on their
wedding day, 16 August 1950

4
THROUGH A
F A M I LY A R C H I V E

Panels_ART.indd 3

23/06/2014 11:54

