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MARJORIE LONGSTAFF (NÉE RILEY)

1909 – 1997
‘Born with the Curlew’

Marjorie Riley was born in Victoria 

Street, Settle on 14 March, the day the 

first curlew traditionally returns after 

the winter, with its message of joy and 

hope. The elder child of Fred and Bessie, 

Marjorie was a lively and beautiful 

little girl, with a ready smile and much-

photographed by her father. She inherited 

both her parents’ capacity for hard work 

and every day was filled with some kind 

of activity.

At school, Marjorie was a 
bright pupil and had her 
father’s aptitude for writing, 
drawing and music. Family 
life revolved around Zion 
Congregational Church 
and its many services and 
events and Marjorie wrote 
and performed in plays 
and concerts. She also 
learned to knit and sew, 
together with all the usual 
housekeeping skills.
 Later, Marjorie attended 
Settle Girls High School 
and from there progressed 
to Bingley Training College 
and a teaching job in 
Horsforth. She clearly loved 
her young pupils and her 
diary entries and notebooks 
show that she was a happy 
and dedicated teacher and 
made and kept many  
friends from  
this time.
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 Marjorie’s diaries were 
an important part of her life 
and nearly all of them, from 
1927 onwards, have been 
preserved. They provide 
details of the books she 
read, letters written and 
 
 

 received and carefully-kept 
accounts. Like her father, 
she gave talks and slide 
lectures to local groups 
on a variety of topics 
and was clearly a natural 
speaker, communicating 
enthusiastically with her 
audience.

Letter of appreciation, written by the Head 
of Settle National School, of Marjorie’s 
qualities as a pupil-teacher before going 
to Bingley Training College in 1927

Bessie with baby Marjorie, 1909

Marjorie as a young woman at the organ 
in Zion Congregational Church

Programme for ‘The Magic 
Twig’, a children’s play 
written by Marjorie

Marjorie, c. 1913
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