Frances Mary Richardson Currer
1785–1861
Frances Mary, daughter of Margaret Clive Wilson and the Rev. Henry
Richardson Currer was born at Eshton Hall in 1785.
On inheriting both her father’s and her mother’s estates Frances
Mary became a very rich woman. She was able to use this money to
pursue her interests in book collecting.
“She is in possession of both the Richardson and Currer estates and
inherits all the taste of the former family, having collected a very
large and valuable library, and also possessing a fine collection of
prints, shells and fossils, in addition to what were collected by her
great-grandfather and great-uncle.”
Mrs Dorothy Richardson, 1815
She was a well-educated and kind woman. She may have been a
benefactor to the Brontë family, and this could explain why
Charlotte Brontë chose ‘Currer Bell’ as her pen-name.
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A large part of Frances Mary’s income came from the extraction
of coal and other minerals on land in Bradford. This document
from 1828 shows the amount (measured in acres, roods and
perches) and value of coal and ironstone extracted from the
pits at Bierley Colliery MD335/2/2/3/22.

Frances Mary supported a number of charities including
Bradford Infirmary and the Benevolent or Strangers’ Friend
Society. A statement of accounts from the School of Industry
for Girls, at Bradford, 1842-1843, lists Miss Currer's annual
subscription to the school, MD335/2/2/3/23
She also purchased clothing for the school. A letter sent by
the Committee of the School of Industry in 1843 encloses an
itemised bill for £20 worth of clothing, MD335/2/2/3/22
66 shirts

20 gray petticoats

67 shifts

16 bedgowns

12 checked aprons

14 small shirts

12 bratts (a type of apron)

19 frocks &

20 flannel waistcoats

2 sheets as wrappers

12 flannel petticoats
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