The Wilsons of Eshton:
bricks and books
The Wilson family lived at Eshton Hall, near Gargrave, from the 17th century.
Different members of the family left their stamp on Eshton, making changes
to the building and its decoration, and ﬁlling it with possessions which
reﬂected their interests.
Mathew Wilson and Eshton Hall

Engraving of Eshton Hall, 1833

There has been a house on the site of the present Eshton
Hall for 700 years, and it was once in the hands of the
Clifford family of Skipton. The money made by the Wilson
family through the cloth trade allowed them to purchase
Eshton Hall and its estate (680 acres) in 1648. The hall
which stands today was rebuilt from 1825 by Mathew
Wilson (1772-1854) employing the architects Francis and
George Webster of Kendal.

Eshton Hall building
accounts,
MD335/2/1/3/12.
This entry for 9 June
1828 includes
payment for marble
ﬁreplaces, plastering,
painting and stained
glass work

Subsequent
generations of the
Wilson family lived at
Eshton until 1914. In
the next few years
the Wilson estates
began to be sold off
and the hall was let,
being used notably as
a school. Now Eshton
is again a residence,
but no longer home to
one family, being
converted into a
number of luxury
apartments.

Mathew was a prominent local ﬁgure, trained as a solicitor and
acting as Justice of the Peace and Deputy Lieutenant for the
West Riding.
The increasing fortunes of the Wilsons allowed them to make
alterations to the hall. The family’s estates were consolidated
in 1800 when Mathew Wilson married his cousin and heiress
to the Wilson estates, Margaret Clive Wilson, widow of the Rev.
Henry Richardson Currer.

Detail of design for entrance hall at Eshton, MD387.
Some of the plans for the alterations are now held by
the Yorkshire Archaeological Society
This plan of 1826 shows the
octagonal dome which lit the central
hall and staircase, MD387
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