The Bollands of Settle:
Margaret Bolland
Margaret Bolland (1805-1878), eldest daughter of William and Margaret
Bolland, was a keen letter writer and diarist. She also carefully kept letters
sent to her, collecting these together and stitching them into a file.
As a teenager Margaret was sent away from home to Miss Simpson’s academy at Adwick Hall near Doncaster. Here she was
taught the manners and accomplishments which were expected of a well brought-up young lady.
Adwick Hall, painted by Margaret Bolland or one of her friends, c1820
As an unmarried woman who did not need to work, she had lots of
spare time to go visiting friends and relations and for pastimes such as
writing, drawing and embroidery.

Margaret’s commonplace book contains articles,
copies of poems, riddles, sketches and paintings,
some contributed by friends and relatives.
As a young woman she was interested in the latest fashions and trends: “at
every shop we saw one black cap trimmed sometimes with pink, but more
frequently with the new colour which they call ‘souci’, it is something like a
marigold or I think I should say orange - I indulged myself by buying a black cap
with the souci ribbons and Jane said I was quite right and liked it much”
Letter, Nov 1833, MD335/8/2/4
Her diaries describe her daily life, particularly what she
was reading, who she saw locally, and her trips to see
friends and relatives or to stay in the Bollands’ York
residence.
Humorous sketch of people dancing ‘dos a dos’ given
to Margaret, perhaps by one of her Dawson relatives,
c1819, MD335/8/4/1

Programme for a ball held at the
Golden Lion, in Settle, MD335/8/3/6
Margaret used code to record private
thoughts in her diary, such as her
feelings for H.P. - Hugh Pudsey Dawson
to whom she became engaged. Sadly
he died on the island of Madeira in 1831
and Margaret never married.

“H.P. gave me his address – I gave him the first kiss as I gave him C. Forth’s letter.
Much sweet conversation. H.P. called at my room door to see me in my curl papers
& for another kiss.” Margaret Bolland’s diary, 27 January 1826, MD335/8/1/1
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