Recent Research
Thanks to Tot Lord there is a wealth of material to study from the early
excavations at Victoria Cave
Exciting new discoveries are being made by re-examining the
finds from the early excavations using modern scientific
techniques. Most of the crucial deposits in the cave were
removed in the course of the 1870s excavations. We will never
have the opportunity to excavate on such a large scale again. The
Settle Committee’s excavations did not match modern standards,
but the investigations were well recorded for the time.

Stalagmite dating also reveals that spotted hyaenas used the
cave as a communal den around 125,000 years ago. Amongst
the bones they brought into the cave are a few specimens of
hippopotamus and extinct elephant and rhinoceros. New
analysis of hyaena dung preserved in the cave has recovered
ancient pollen showing the area was at that time mostly open
grassland with small areas of deciduous and conifer woodland.

Layers of stalagmite first described in the 1870s were recently
dated in Canada by a new radiometric technique. The results
show that the deposits in Victoria Cave span more than 600,000
years with evidence for six warm interglacial events and four
glacial periods. This is a unique record for a British cave.
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125,000 years ago spotted hyaenas returned to Victoria Cave
with bones of large animals that they had hunted and killed.
Photo courtesy of Tony Dilger ©

Timeline showing key events at
Victoria Cave in relation to global
temperature change in the past
600,000 years. Peaks in the
temperature curve are major warm
events like the age we live in now

Evidence from Victoria Cave reveals that scenes like these of
hippopotamus fighting took place in the Yorkshire Dales about
125,000 years ago. Photo courtesy of Tony Dilger ©

Reconstruction of the deposits in two areas of the cave now shown to span
more than 600,000 years

Museum of North Craven Life at The Folly, Settle (http://www.ncbpt.org.uk/folly/): Exhibition 2012 'Victoria Cave Revisited' (c) 2012

