Looking after Victoria Cave
in the 21st century
Victoria Cave is a designated Scheduled Monument and part of a Site of
Special Scientific Interest. The cave and the surrounding scar are now
owned and looked after by the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority,
having been purchased by the West Riding County Council in 1972 to
protect it and to secure public access
Looking after Victoria Cave has been made difficult because the
1870s investigations were brought to a sudden end through lack
of funding. The sides of the excavations were simply left as they
were and fragile deposits remained exposed.
Recent research has demonstrated the continuing scientific
importance of the cave deposits and their vulnerability to
disturbance by both rabbits and visitors.
The size of the cave entrance means that physically preventing
access is difficult and unsightly as well as incompatible with one
of the reasons the cave was purchased – public access. Instead
an internal low barrier installed in 2012 lets visitors walk on a
rocky surface a short distance inside the cave enabling them to
see much of the interior. It carries a message asking them not to
go further. It is hoped this will be self-policing and considerably
reduce trampling damage to fragile areas. If this does not reduce
damage however, more restrictive measures will be needed.

Lancashire and Cheshire Antiquarian Society visiting Victoria Cave
in 1897. Note the graffiti left by visitors to the cave since the end
of the 1870s excavations

Professor Joyce Lundberg from Carleton University, Ottawa, pointing to laminated clays formed during a glacial period c. 350,000
years ago. The underlying bed of laminated clay formed during a glacial period c. 480,000 years ago has been greatly damaged by
rabbit-burrowing.
Museum of North Craven Life at The Folly, Settle (http://www.ncbpt.org.uk/folly/): Exhibition 2012 'Victoria Cave Revisited' (c) 2012

