Cave Rescue
The limestone landscape is spectacular and beautiful, but can also be
challenging and deserves the respect of the thousands of walkers, cavers
and climbers who visit every year
The Cave Rescue Organisation, based in Clapham,
provides both cave and mountain rescue services in the
Three Peaks area of the Yorkshire Dales National Park.
It also extends its activities westwards into Lancashire
and Cumbria and eastwards as far as Malham and
Gordale.
In 1934, a group of local potholers used a farm hurdle
as a stretcher to carry out the 26-hour rescue of a man
with a broken leg from Gingling Hole, beneath
Fountains Fell. A month later, representatives of
Giggleswick School, Settle St John Ambulance Brigade
and five potholing clubs met to discuss the formation
of what is claimed to be the world’s first cave rescue
organisation.
Since its first rescue from Gaping Gill in 1935, the Cave
Rescue Organisation (CRO) has changed out of all
recognition. It now goes to the aid of walkers,
climbers, cavers, mountain bikers, fell-runners,
parapentists, canyoners, and stranded livestock, as well
as people from the local community, where aid is
beyond the reach of the statutory emergency services.
In 2011, its members helped 116 people.

As well as turning out for people, CRO members also rescue farm and
domestic animals. Here a day-old lamb is recovered from a culvert near
Gordale House, Malham

The CRO is a charity run by volunteers, and depends
on public donations for its finance. It currently has
more than 80 volunteer rescuers, comprising an
operational team of 52 with a further 36 in a support
role. It is called on regularly by the authorities to
perform mountain and cave rescue duties, and to assist
in incidents of a public service nature such as searches
for missing persons.

A relatively new activity in the Dales is 'canyoning' - going down
the middle of the beck rather than walking along the bank.
Here a canyoner with a broken leg is rescued from the water at
Beezley Falls, Ingleton

Many of CRO's incidents are straightforward stretcher evacuations
to an ambulance, as here at Gordale Scar, Malham, to a road
ambulance

Here a caver with a lower limb injury had to be released from
the stretcher in order to squeeze through a narrow section of
Roaring Hole, Chapel-le-Dale

Museum of North Craven Life at The Folly, Settle (http://www.ncbpt.org.uk/folly/): Exhibition 2012 'Victoria Cave Revisited' (c) 2012

