The Human Story
Using scientific evidence and new ways of thinking about the past we can
understand more of the human story at Victoria Cave
New radiocarbon dates on specimens found in the
1870s reveal that people who hunted wild horses
visited the cave around 14,400 years ago. They
explored the inner, dark parts of the cave. Why? Was
it because bones of brown bears that had died in
hibernation lay scattered over the floor? What did
these bones mean to the hunters?
New research about the use of the cave in Roman
times suggests it was the scene of rituals by people
with connections to the Roman army. Small personal
items were left in dark and wet places deep inside the
cave. Making contact with the spirit world was
probably central to what went on, but there is much
we do not know.
Going into the dark is a recurring theme in the history
of Victoria Cave. From 1837 to the 1860s we know
Joseph Jackson worked entirely inside the cave. Can
we be certain that he and Michael Horner were the
first people in this extraordinary place to look for
objects from another age?
Searching for objects from a previous time might
prove to be another significant theme running
through the human story at Victoria Cave, beginning
more than 14,000 years ago.

Decorative Roman-period metal work found in
Victoria Cave in 1870. Frontispiece of William Boyd
Dawkins’ book Cave Hunting published in 1874.

Wild horse vertebra found in 1870
and now radiocarbon dated. Provides
evidence of people hunting wild
horses c.14,400 years ago
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Roman-period decorative bronze studs from a wooden chest. Found by
Tot Lord in 1937
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