
Challenge and Change

going To Market
The  weekly markets in Bentham and Settle are the sole survivors of the many special 
markets and fairs held since medieval times on regular days throughout the year.

    Settle sheep sales, 1950

1660: Commonwealth ends and Monarchy restored

1825: First commercial railway opens

1790 onwards: Industrial Revolution gains momentum

The 150 years after the end of the 
Commonwealth period was a golden age 
for trade in Craven. Before the growth 
of the big industrial cities, Settle was an 
important centre and a new Market Charter 
was granted in 1708, allowing for extra fairs 
to be held for the sale of livestock and the 
many goods and commodities produced in 
the area.   Many of the surrounding villages 
also had their own livestock fairs, some 
being especially associated with the large 
sales of Scotch cattle driven south for the 
purpose.

By the end of the 19th century groups 
of local farmers were setting up livestock 
auction marts to centralise trade and take 
advantage of the transport opportunities 
offered by the railway.   The former livestock 
markets  began to dwindle and had virtually 
disappeared by the 1950s.

Fairs provided a great opportunity for lively 
celebration and entertainment of all kinds.   
Travelling circuses were very popular in the 
late 19th century and an annual fair, with 
rides and amusements, still arrives in Settle 
every autumn.

    Sangers circus passes through Settle, complete with 
elephants and camels, c1890

    Tolls were charged to those who sold goods in the market 
and, in Settle, payment took place in the old Tolbooth on 
the site of the present Town Hall

    Bentham Auction Mart Courtesy of David Johnson

Settle’s new market charter granted: 1708
little north Western railway arrives: 1848

Opening of Settle-Carlisle Railway: 1876

1903: Bentham auction mart set up 

hellifield auction mart opens: 1887

    Settle Market Day, c.1900 Courtesy of Bill Mitchell

    Sheep fair, Clapham, c.1890




