Challenge and Change

All Change for Hellifield
Until the beginning of the railway age, Hellifield was just another small village in
North Craven.
Centred round an extended
crossroads, it had a population
of 250 in 1831 and principal
occupations were agriculture and
small scale cotton spinning.
Hellifield had always been an
important junction, situated
where the main roads up the
Ribble valley from Clitheroe
and Gisburn and from Keighley
to Kendal converged. The Black
Horse, a 17th century coaching
inn, was a staging post for the
many vehicles which carried
passengers, goods and mail along
these busy routes.

Plan of village centre in 1831

By the mid-19th century the wind of change was blowing. The arrival
of the North Western Railway on the eastern fringe of the village in
1848 made little impact, but it was a foretaste of things to come.
Some 25 years later, the Midland Railway had taken over the North
Western and was working on the construction of the Settle-Carlisle
line. At the same time the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway extended
their line from Blackburn to link into this important route. In
recognition of Hellifield’s new prominence as a railway junction, the
Midland Railway built a magnificent station, opened in June 1880.
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Hellifield’s appearance changed forever. There was a huge expansion
in population, consisting largely of railway workers, for whom special
housing was built. The axis of the village shifted from the crossroads
to the railway area. Extensive engine sheds, sidings and cattle docks
were built and in 1887 a new Auction Mart was opened by a group
of local farmers who saw the advantages of providing a livestock
market in an accessible position.
The decline in the railway industry from the mid-20th century and
the closure of the Auction Mart have left their mark on Hellifield,
but in recent years much new housing has been constructed and the
population holds steady at around 1,000. The village continues to
thrive, finding new ways of adapting to the challenges of modern life.

Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway extended to Hellifield: 1879

Hellifield Station staff in 1895. Notice the station cat! Courtesy of Brian Shorrock

1880: Midland Railway Station opens

Station restored: 1994
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Arrival of the Little North Western Railway: 1848

Auction Mart demolished: 1998
Settle-Carlisle Railway saved from closure: 1989
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