
Two Trusts – One Museum 
Formation of the Settle and District Civic Society (Charity No 504029) – 
later renamed North Craven Heritage Trust after the reorganization of Local 
Government in 1974

The Society was founded in 1968, and like other societies in the National Civic Trust 
movement, aims to help all in its area to understand and appreciate all that is best in 
town, the adjacent villages, and the surrounding countryside.  It has helped through the 
formation of sub-committees to protect ancient buildings (perhaps the most significant 
achievement in this field was the designation of Settle as a Conservation Area in 1972 
by the West Riding County Council); inaugurated the Facelift Scheme for Settle Market 
Place, and campaigned to protect wild flowers on roadside verges.  It has also watched 
over footpaths, and surveyed and planted many trees, as well as taking an active role 
in local topics such as the development of Giggleswick Quarry, and the proposals for 
Hellifield Reservoir.

A news Bulletin is sent out to all the 250 members twice a year and the Society also 
arranges a programme of meetings, lectures, films and exhibitions. 

The Formation of the North Craven Building Preservation Trust 

In the wake of European Architectural Heritage Year 1975 Civic Societies were 
encouraged to form building preservation trusts to carry out practical restoration 
projects.  For legal reasons, these new Trusts had to be registered as limited companies 
and have separate charitable status. 

In 1976 a group of Civic Society members came together to form North Craven Building 
Preservation Trust.  Their first project was the restoration of Coneygar in Victoria Street, 
Settle. 

The Formation of the Museum of North Craven Life 

The Museum initially was run by a separate 
committee of the Settle and District Civic 
Society led by Mrs A Read.  Formed in 
September 1976 it arranged its first display 
in the Barn in Twisleton’s yard (1).  Over 
1,000 people came to see the exhibition. 

By an Agreement between the Civic 
Society and the Building Preservation Trust 
the Collection was moved to Coneygar in 
Victoria Street (2), when the North Craven 
Building Preservation Trust completed the 
restoration of the building in 1977 in time 
for the Queen’s Silver Jubilee. 

The founding members were:
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