Challenge and Change

Georgian Craven
Early buildings were constructed in the vernacular using local traditions and materials by craftsmen whose
names are usually unknown. Builders were unaware of fashions, but this changed in the 18th c as some
began to travel abroad discovering classical architecture in Italy. As a result of these journeys many
masons became architects and a new profession was born. Many 16th and 17th c houses in Craven were
enlarged during the Georgian period, effectively ‘Georgianised’ with new front elevations.
The term Georgian Architecture describes buildings erected between the reigns of George I to George IV
(1714 to 1830) and William IV 1830-1837. The first Georgian houses in Craven appear from 1780 onwards
and continued into the Victorian era until 1870 when the styles changes again.
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Mewith Head, High Bentham, was
probably built around 1750 and
is an example of the transition
from the 17th c medieval house
to an 18th c Georgian design.
The façade is symmetrical and
the doorway is in the centre
with classical columns and a
pediment. The windows however
are more conservative and have
traditional stone mullions and
transomes, albeit a different
shape to hold the small panes
of glass. Dressed stone quoins,
all of the same size, have
been used at the gable ends,
superseding the cruder stone of
17th c buildings.

Most Georgian houses in Craven were extensions of earlier houses. At
Bankwell House in Giggleswick, the 17th c house survives on the right,
with a link to a larger Georgian house, built in 1820, on the left.
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Abbeylands at Stackhouse
near Settle, is another example
of a large south front added
around 1820 to an earlier
house at the rear. By this date
joinery and building techniques
had advanced. Sash windows
made of timber replaced the
stone mullion windows. These
were larger, less draughty, and
displayed the joiner’s skill in
manufacturing a large window,
with thin wood glazing bars to
hold the larger panes of glass
then becoming available.
Keighley - Kendal Turnpike: 1753

Marshfield, Settle is very similar
to Abbeylands and Bankwell,
but there is no earlier building at
the rear which is very unusual in
Craven.
The old 17th c buildings were
often Georgianised. At Goat
Gap Farmhouse, Clapham, a
row of mullions, under the long
dripstone, have been removed
and in their place a Georgian
window and doorway have been
inserted.
Georgian houses are always
double pile, i.e. with rooms at
the back as well as the front.
The staircase is always at the
back and is a prominent feature,
providing access from the
basement to the attic.

Marshfield, Settle

Goat Gap Farmhouse, Clapham

View of a long staircase window in a
small Georgian house in Long Preston
1. Vertical stile
2. Top rail
3. Bottom rail
4. Meeting rail
5. Bevelled face
6. Through mortise and tenon
7.Dovetailed bridle joint
8. Glazing bar
9. Mortise and tenon
10. Halving joint
11. Inner lining
12. Outer lining
13. Pully lining
14. Back lining
15. Parting slip
16. Soffit lining
17. Triangular block
18. Sill
19. Parting bead
20. Stop bead
21. Counterweight
22. Sash cord
23. Pulley wheel
24. Pocket

Cross section of a sash window

Long Preston - Gisburn Turnpike: 1804

1848: Little North Western Railway

Sash windows becoming fashionable in Craven: 1800

Queen Ann
1702 - 14

George 1
1714 - 27

1670: First sash windows manufactured in London

George II
1727 - 60

George III
1760 - 1820
1746: Battle of Culloden

1876: Settle - Carlisle Railway

George IV
1820 - 30
1775 - 81: American War
			
of Independance

William IV Queen Victoria
1830 - 37 1837 - 1901

1815: Battle of Waterloo - end of French wars
1807: Slavery Abolished
1805: Battle of Trafalgar: Death of Nelson

