Challenge and Change

The Great Rebuilding:
Everyman Turned Builder
Following the Restoration of the Monarchy in 1660, there was a period of prosperity
in the North of England after the years of Civil War and general unrest. People felt
confident that they could build something more substantial and permanent. For the
next 60 years there was a period of Great Rebuilding during which time most of the
early buildings were destroyed.
The new 17th c houses were more sophisticated; they provided
additional comforts and became status symbols. In the Dales
they took the form of a longhouse with a barn at one end, divided
into a series of rooms stretching from front to back, each with
its own function and often heated, if the owner could afford it,
for a Hearth Tax was introduced during this period (1660-1697). In
Settle most of the houses had one hearth, essential for cooking
and heating water. The Folly which was the most prosperous house
in the town had nine hearths.
The windows also reflected the wealth of the owner. Again there
was a tax from 1697-1851 on the number of windows in each house.
Other features were the doorways. In the Settle region many of
these have ornate carved stone lintels with the initials of the owners
proudly displayed, and the date when the rebuilding occurred.

Drawings of Doorheads by Gordon
Sanderson, an architect who lived in
Rathmell, but was killed in the First World
War. He was one of the first people to
recognise and appreciate the subtleties
and varieties of craftsmanship and design,
reflecting the vogue in the early 20th c in
a revival of vernacular styles

The new houses were usually two storeyed which necessitated
the introduction of a staircase. Originally simple ladders sited at
the back of the house, these gradually became an architectural
feature in their own right. A particularly fine example is here in
the Folly, contained within a substantial stone tower, which rises
above the main roof to allow views out over the landscape. The
present staircase terminates at the second floor.
The Manor House in Clapham
illustrates some of the main features of
these new houses. The projecting chimney,
datestone over the door, a projecting
porch with dovecote in the apex, and
a large window with five lights on the
ground floor
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Doorhead and
chamfered jambs
in a barn near
Rathmell
This is probably a
reused doorway.
Lime mortar
and not cement
has been used
for pointing
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The Cuddy
Austwick. Many
of the doorheads
have intriguing
symbols. Can you
identify the three
objects on the
lintel?
Photograph by
Kevin Illingworth

Spring Farm, Ingleton. Most dates
recorded on door lintels in North Craven
are between 1660 and 1699. There are
several stones with early 18th c dates
but these cease after 1720. The initials
represent the names of the owner/builder,
with the initial of his surname at the top
and the Christian initial of the man on the
left and his wife on the right
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Often the lintels included symbols such
as the Tree of Life here at The Brown Cow,
High Bentham
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