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Cruck Frame Buildings 
Before 1600 most houses in Craven (apart from Skipton Castle and medieval 
Churches) were built in timber using a cruck frame construction. This was the earliest 
form of building technology and was used from as early as the 8th century until the 
16th century, when it was superceded by stone. Unfortunately these type of buildings 
have disappeared but tantalizing fragments can be found in some buildings today.  

Crucks were formed by splitting two pairs of crooked trees down 
the middle, which were then set up on the ground and joined at 
their apexes by a ridge tree. each pair of crucks was strengthened by 
a tie-beam; the cruck feet rested on stone bases, called stylobats, 
to preserve them. 

The sloping walls of the frames restricted the living space and the 
next step forward was to make the walls vertical. This was achieved 
by extending the tie-beams outwards till they were equal in length 
to the width between the bases of the crucks.

The rectangular single storey space had an open hearth in the 
middle for the fire, with a hole in the thatched roof to allow the 
smoke to escape. 

during the 17th c timber in the dales was in short supply 
and stone, which was more readily available, 
became the alternative building material. 
Tenants were given permission to 
rebuild their dwellings in stone, 
which had the advantage of 
being more durable. 

hearths moved from the 
centre of the room to the 
gable and were encased in 
huge projecting stacks, as 
in the Folly, which gave fire 
protection. 

    Traces of crucked structure still seen in the gable of a Barn at Newby Cote

    The Barn, Whitehouse Farm, Cliviger, Burnley, Lancashire. It was moved to Pendle Heritage 
Centre in 1984 for safekeeping

    A house with open hall; the version 
illustrated has two rooms and a cross passage 
aat the lower end, an open hall, and one room 
at the upper end; the cruck trusses include an 
open truss over the hall 
Drawing by Dr RW Brunskill

1066: norman Conquest

1347: Black death
1509 - 47: henry VIII
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1665: The great Plague
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      land holdings in Craven

The great Rebuilding in Stone: 1650 - 1750 (earlier elsewhere)

1679: Building of the Folly

     Ling thatch, a 
coarse heather, 
surviving in a Barn 
at Drebly, nr 
Appletreewick, 
on the Devonshire 
estate




