
Challenge and Change

On the Move
North Craven is overlaid with a network of interconnecting routes of various ages, all 
of which reflect the changing needs of travellers.

Before the construction of roads fit for wheeled vehicles, the only 
way for people to move around was to walk or ride on horseback.   
goods were transported to and from market by trains of pack ponies, 
who were able to negotiate rough high ground and carry heavy 
loads supported by special pack saddles or in panniers. Many of the 
packhorse routes are still in use today as public rights of way.

drove roads had a different but equally important purpose.   local 
tracks were linked by a system of routes stretching far beyond the 
dales for the movement of animals for sale. The great cattle fairs 
of north Craven were a prime destination for Scottish drovers who 
spent many weeks on the journey.

By the second half of the 17th century, increasing economic prosperity 
highlighted the need for a better road system so that goods could 
be transported in larger quantities on carts and people could travel 
greater distances in the relative comfort of a coach. Turnpike Trusts 
were set up, with the object of managing road improvements by 
means of charging tolls to users. In Craven the most important 
north-south route - roughly the line of today’s a65 - was in the 
hands of the Keighley and Kendal Turnpike Trust, who maintained 
the road until it was taken over by the local authority in 1878. 

Ironically, in today’s world, it is the desire to travel faster and use 
ever-larger vehicles for transport in order to combat delivery costs, 
that is presenting this area with some of its greatest economic and 
environmental challenges.

     Pack pony and pack or ‘jagger’ man 
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    The Old Drove Road

     Pre-turnpike milestone from the old 
main road over the moor from Long 
Preston to Settle. This can now be seen on 
Long Preston green near the telephone box

     Typical County Council milestone, 
erected after the end of the turnpike age

    The toll bar at Low Bentham, with gate and  toll board 
still in position, was in use until 1932 on a private road which 
provided the most direct route to Wennington and beyond 
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1706: First Turnpike Trust established in Buckinghamshire to improve roads

1784: Mail coaches began to run 1878: Turnpike Trusts disbanded

First motorway opened: 1958

1753: Keighley-Kendal Turnpike Trust established

1878: Main roads in Craven taken over by the local authority

Settle by-pass opened: 1988




