
Challenge and Change

This exhibition looks at some of the ways in which The Folly and the surrounding area 
of North Craven have responded to the many challenges and changes of the last four 
centuries.

Most of these changes have been driven by national and international events, such as economic conditions and war. a few, such as the 
development of typical building styles, have their origins closer to home.

Individual displays explore different aspects of the story and included throughout the exhibition are images of some of the people who 
have lived and worked in this area and the possessions they have had around them.

as a building which has seen many uses, The Folly is a living example of the area’s response to change and a symbol of the need to 
continue to adapt in the face of the ever-increasing challenges of the 21st century.

350 YeaRS In The lIFe OF a 
hOUSe and ITS RegIOn
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    The station bookstall in 1908 Courtesy of Ken Leak

Centred round an extended 
crossroads, it had a population 
of 250 in 1831 and principal 
occupations were agriculture and 
small scale cotton spinning.   

Hellifield had always been an 
important junction, situated 
where the main roads up the 
Ribble valley from Clitheroe 
and Gisburn and from Keighley 
to Kendal converged. The Black 
Horse, a 17th century coaching 
inn, was a staging post for the 
many vehicles which carried 
passengers, goods and mail along 
these busy routes.

By the mid-19th century the wind of change was blowing. The arrival 
of the North Western Railway  on the eastern fringe of the village in 
1848 made little impact, but it was a foretaste of things to come.   

Some 25 years later, the Midland Railway had taken over the North 
Western and was working on the construction of the Settle-Carlisle 
line. At the same time the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway  extended 
their line from Blackburn to link into this important route. In 
recognition of Hellifield’s new prominence as a railway junction, the 
Midland Railway built a magnificent station, opened in June 1880.

Hellifield’s appearance changed forever. There was a huge expansion 
in population, consisting largely of railway workers, for whom special 
housing was built. The axis of the village shifted from the crossroads 
to the railway area. Extensive engine sheds, sidings and cattle docks 
were built and in 1887 a new Auction Mart was opened by a group 
of local farmers who saw the advantages of providing a livestock 
market in an accessible position.

The decline in the railway industry from the mid-20th century and 
the closure of the Auction Mart have left their mark on Hellifield, 
but in recent years much new housing has been constructed and the 
population holds steady at around 1,000. The village continues to 
thrive, finding new ways of adapting to the challenges of modern life.

CHALLENGE ANd CHANGE

All Change for Hellifield
Until the beginning of the railway age, Hellifield was just another small village in 
North Craven.  

    Plan of village centre in 1831

    Hellifield Station staff in 1895. Notice the station cat! Courtesy of Brian Shorrock  

1825: Britain’s first railway line opened between Stockton and darlington

1844: Midland Railway company formed Nationalisation of the Railways: 1948

‘Beeching Era’: closure of one third of the rail network: 1960

Arrival of the Little North Western Railway: 1848

Completion of Settle-Carlisle Railway: 1876

Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway extended to Hellifield: 1879 1880: Midland Railway Station opens

1887: Auction mart opens Station threatened with demolition: 1979

Settle-Carlisle Railway saved from closure: 1989 

Station restored: 1994

Auction Mart demolished: 1998 
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Challenge and Change

Timeless Clapham
Clapham is an estate village where change has been carefully managed.

little north Western Railway extended from Skipton: 1848

Years of agricultural depression: early 1800s

Farrers acquire land in Clapham: 1782

Ornamental lake created: 1828 1837: Opening of Ingleborough cave

The Farrer family first acquired land in the area in the 18th century 
and later began to buy up more property during a time of agricultural 
depression. The intention was to develop a sporting estate and 
extend an old farmhouse near the church into the building which 
became Ingleborough hall. 

In order to create an ideal 
landscape around the hall, 
some buildings were demolished 
and roads  re-routed. Clapham 
Beck was dammed to provide 
an ornamental cascade and an 
existing small tarn enlarged 
to form a picturesque lake. In 
1837 Ingleborough Cave was 
opened up and a carriage drive 
constructed to cater for the 
increasing stream of visitors.   

The appearance of the village and its surroundings has always 
been important to the family and estate records give examples 
of negotiations to ensure that railway routes did not encroach on 
prime meadowland and that limestone quarries were not opened 
up.   

after World War II, the hall was sold and the size of the estate 
gradually reduced.  dr John Farrer came from australia in 1952 to 
take up his inheritance and become in his own words ‘squire on a 
shoestring’.   The estate has since been run as a business, encouraging 
local industry and farming as well as individual enterprise.

1843: Ingleborough hall completed

World War II ends: 1945

    Ingleborough Hall in the early 20th 
century

    The ornamental cascade

    The beck and ‘brokken bridge’

    Flying Horseshoe advertisement    Ingleborough Cave advertisement

    Ingleborough lake
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The Bank of England was founded in 1694 and during the 18th 
century local banks appeared in most provincial towns.

The Craven Bank was established in 1791 in Settle, its first partners 
being William and John Birkbeck, William Alcock  and John Peart. The 
Birkbecks were  merchants and the other two partners lawyers, thus 
providing an ideal combination of business and legal experience.   

Before 1817 the banknotes were printed with an image of Castleberg 
rock and this came to symbolise the stability of the bank during 
a period when many others were failing. Local diarist, W L Paley 
noted during the disastrous winter of 1825-26, ‘Old Castleberg 
still stands firm’.   

The partners continued to be highly regarded and another master 
stroke was to bring out a further note bearing the image of the 
famous Craven Heifer, a magnificent animal which strongly appealed 
to local farmers.

The Craven Savings Bank, 
opened in Settle in 1818, was an 
early example of the trustee 
savings bank movement first 
established  in 1810 with the 
aim of encouraging thrift 
amongst working people and 
enabling them to make small 
regular savings even in times 
of hardship. It was managed by 
a group of voluntary trustees, 
including members of the 
Birkbeck family.   

The Bank was very successful 
and in 1865 a new purpose 
designed building was erected 
on the south-east corner of the 
market place, where it remains 
to this day under the name of 
Lloyds TSB.   

CHALLEngE And CHAngE

Banking Made Local
Until the late 17th century, banks as we know them today did not exist. Wealthy 
merchants were entrusted with their neighbours’ savings and, along with lawyers, were 
called upon to provide loans.   

1694: Bank of England founded

1810: First Savings Bank  established in Scotland Martins Bank merged with Barclays: 1969

1791: Craven Bank founded in Settle

1818: Craven Savings Bank  opened

1906: Craven Bank absorbed into the Bank  
  of Liverpool and later Martins

Trustee Savings Bank merged with Lloyds to become Lloyds TSB: 1995

    Craven banknotes, showing images of Castleberg and the Craven Heifer

    The Craven Savings Bank
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Challenge and Change

glad To Be Of Service
Until the mid-20th century, the family business occupied a position at the heart of 
a local community which was still largely self-supporting. Supermarket and internet 
shopping were still a long way in the future.

The small towns of Settle and Bentham, with their flourishing markets, were 
important trading centres with a full complement of shops and services, and 
the surrounding villages all supported their own businesses as well. Outlying 
hamlets and isolated farms were regularly supplied with deliveries.

There was a wide range of goods for sale. Many were produced locally, but 
there was also a huge choice of more exotic foods, clothing and household 
goods, easily transported by the excellent rail network. hobbies, pastimes 
and sporting activities were all catered for and skilled craftsmen ensured that 
most articles could be manufactured, fitted and repaired close to home.

     Jacky Holme at work in Austwick smithy
Courtesy of John Holme

    C. Knowles and Sons, Grocers, Bentham, c1950
David Johnson Collection

    Tatham’s, Settle. Notice the hoist and 
‘taking-in’ door on the top floor

    Tom Holden’s china shop, Settle, c. 1900

    Bentham Co-op, c. 1904 David Johnson Collection 

1850s: economic boom years

Outbreak of World War I: 1914 Outbreak of World War II: 1939 

Rise in car ownership: 1950s onwards 

Many out-of-town superstores built: 1990s onwards

1848: little north Western Railway arrives

1876: Settle-Carlisle Railway opens

First purpose-built supermarket in Settle: 2001 

    James Lamb, Bentham postman, with 
his daughter Mildred
David Johnson Collection

    Selection of Christmas goods available
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Challenge and Change

going To Market
The  weekly markets in Bentham and Settle are the sole survivors of the many special 
markets and fairs held since medieval times on regular days throughout the year.

    Settle sheep sales, 1950

1660: Commonwealth ends and Monarchy restored

1825: First commercial railway opens

1790 onwards: Industrial Revolution gains momentum

The 150 years after the end of the 
Commonwealth period was a golden age 
for trade in Craven. Before the growth 
of the big industrial cities, Settle was an 
important centre and a new Market Charter 
was granted in 1708, allowing for extra fairs 
to be held for the sale of livestock and the 
many goods and commodities produced in 
the area.   Many of the surrounding villages 
also had their own livestock fairs, some 
being especially associated with the large 
sales of Scotch cattle driven south for the 
purpose.

By the end of the 19th century groups 
of local farmers were setting up livestock 
auction marts to centralise trade and take 
advantage of the transport opportunities 
offered by the railway.   The former livestock 
markets  began to dwindle and had virtually 
disappeared by the 1950s.

Fairs provided a great opportunity for lively 
celebration and entertainment of all kinds.   
Travelling circuses were very popular in the 
late 19th century and an annual fair, with 
rides and amusements, still arrives in Settle 
every autumn.

    Sangers circus passes through Settle, complete with 
elephants and camels, c1890

    Tolls were charged to those who sold goods in the market 
and, in Settle, payment took place in the old Tolbooth on 
the site of the present Town Hall

    Bentham Auction Mart Courtesy of David Johnson

Settle’s new market charter granted: 1708
little north Western railway arrives: 1848

Opening of Settle-Carlisle Railway: 1876

1903: Bentham auction mart set up 

hellifield auction mart opens: 1887

    Settle Market Day, c.1900 Courtesy of Bill Mitchell

    Sheep fair, Clapham, c.1890
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Challenge and Change

Room at the Inn
The growing prosperity of North Craven from the late 17th century onwards led 
to the establishment of large numbers of inns, all competing for the business of 
travellers and tradesmen.

Those inns positioned alongside main routes were important staging 
posts for the horse-drawn coaches and wagons which transported 
passengers and goods over considerable distances. They had 
extensive stables and yards at the rear, catering for changes of 
horses and the unloading and loading of carts

Some enterprising innkeepers took advantage of the road 
improvements of the late 18th and early 19th centuries and re-sited 
their entrances or moved to new locations to catch the passing 
trade.

Market and fair days were exceptionally busy for the inns and some 
were meeting places for particular groups of traders. The Talbot in 
Settle was favoured by tanners and leather dealers who gathered 
for the twice-yearly leather fairs

Inns maintained their place at the heart of community life 
until late in the 20th century and hosted all kinds of meetings, 
entertainments and celebrations.  although recent years have seen 
a steady decline in their number as people choose other ways of 
spending their free time, there are some encouraging signs that 
once again change is on the way.

1706: First Turnpike Trust established in Buckinghamshire to improve roads

Difficulties in foreign travel during the Napoleonic Wars encourage large numbers of visitors to explore Britain: 1793 onwards

Trading boom caused by expansion of foreign markets and excellent railways: 1850 onwards

1708: new Market Charter increases the number of fairs in Settle

1753: Keighley – Kendal Turnpike Trust begins road improvements in Craven

The north Western Railway arrives in north Craven: 1848 

    The spacious inn yard behind the Talbot, Settle     Bills for food, accommodation and stabling

    Balderston’s Ball held at the Golden Lion, 1823

    The Leeds to Lancaster stage coach draws away from the Golden 
Lion, Settle, c.1838
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Challenge and Change

a Community Skill
The combination of a thin coal seam, clay drifts and a plentiful water supply at 
Burton-in-Lonsdale gave rise to a thriving pottery industry.   

Most of the potters were farmers as well and nearly the whole 
community was involved in the production. To this day, the 
householders of Burton have the right to dig clay in the parish.  
The potteries opened in the middle of the 18th century and the 
first potters may have  arrived from Staffordshire in search of new 
opportunities.   

To begin with, the potteries produced earthenware and turned out 
large quantities of cream pots, bread-making bowls (panchions), 
jugs and bottles of all shapes and sizes. The pots were sold locally 
but also sent to Ireland and the Isle of Man.  after the discovery 
of fireclay, it was possible to produce stoneware, fired at a higher 
temperature.  Wand weavers wove individual baskets to protect large 
jars and bottles in transit. Some of the pottery, such as puzzle jugs, 
tobacco jars and money boxes, was decorative and produced by the 
potters in their spare time.

By the late 19th century, the industry began to decline as local 
coal supplies were exhausted and improved transport meant that 
mass-produced Staffordshire pottery was easily available. Only two 
potteries continued to operate in the 20th century and the last one 
closed in 1944.

    The potteries, c.1850  Copyright and courtesy of Andrew Lathwell Design

    Barrowing clay from 
the drift, Waterside 
Pottery 
Courtesy of Susan 
Gregory

    Bottles and jars were regularly supplied to Knowles, 
grocers in Bentham 
David Johnson Collection

    Advertisement of sale, 1852

arrival of little north-Western Railway at Bentham near Burton: 1848

Development of rail transport makes mass-produced Staffordshire pottery widely available: 1850 onwards 

1736: Robert Bateson, potter, ancestor of Burton potters, married at Tatham church, lancs

last pottery closes: 1944

1700 onwards: Staffordshire pottery industry gains momentum Discovery of fireclay: 1835
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    Field lime kiln at Friar’s Head, near Winterburn   
Courtesy of David S Johnson

Challenge and Change

Improving on nature
The general mood of optimism which followed the Restoration in 1660 inspired 
landowners and farmers to increase their productivity.

efforts were made to improve soil fertility using a variety of methods, including lime. lime was 
shown to transform sour and heavy land into productive pasture.  Field lime kilns became a 
common feature of the landscape, remaining in use until large-scale quarries were opened 
up in the 19th century.

liming and other methods of land improvement such as drainage, played an important 
part in the enclosure movement which dramatically changed the appearance of the dales 
landscape. land enclosure began in the valleys and lower slopes, as areas of former ‘waste’ 
were taken in.  By the late 18th century, Parliamentary enclosure was introduced and vast 
tracts of upland, divided by ruler-straight walls, were apportioned into individual holdings.  
The object was to improve output and self-sufficiency during the long periods of war with 
France.

local agricultural societies encouraged all-round improvements in farming. The north 
Ribblesdale agricultural association, founded in 1848, had classes in its annual show for 
cultivation and drainage as well as the usual livestock categories. The show was held in 
Settle until well into the 20th century and others, like those held in Bentham and Malham, 
survive to this day.

    Field lime kiln above Robin Proctor’s Scar, near 
Austwick Courtesy of David S Johnson

    Parliamentary Enclosure walls on the hills above Settle

     Peruvian 
guano (bird 
droppings) 
was imported 
via Liverpool 
and used as a 
fertilizer

    Aerial ropeway for transporting limestone from 
Giggleswick Quarry to Giggleswick Station
Courtesy of David S Johnson

Foundation of north Ribblesdale agricultural association: 1848
Bentham Show founded: 1857 

First industrial-scale quarries opened in north Craven: 1860s
hoffmann continuous burning kiln built in Ingleton: 1868
hoffmann continuous burning kiln built in langcliffe: 1872

1660: Restoration of the Monarchy

First main enclosure period: 1755-1780

1790s-1830s: Second wave of Parliamentary enclosure

1793-1815: Wars with France 1850s-1870s: ‘golden age’ of 
       farming
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Challenge and Change

adapting and Surviving
Dales farmers are among the most resilient members of our community.

Throughout the last 350 years, farmers have had to survive many challenges, from changes 
in agricultural policy, through spells of severe weather to the effects of war and disease.   
Periods of prosperity have alternated with periods of depression, influenced by local, national 
and global events.

In the 19th and early 20th centuries many upland farmers worked in mining or quarrying, 
leaving their wives at home to do much of the farming. The farming depression of the 1930s 
led to the formation of the Milk Marketing Board which  gave stability to the dairy industry 
for nearly fifty years until it was disbanded in the 1980s.  Subsequent price reductions have 
caused a massive reduction in the numbers of dairy farmers. 

Both World Wars  led to major efforts to produce as much home-grown food as possible.   
In World War II, organisation of food production in this area was in the hands of the West 
Riding War agricultural executive Committee, the ‘War ag’, who set targets for ploughing 
land traditionally used only for pasture. The War ag provided tractors for cultivation at a 
time when most farmers were still using horses. The wet climate and thin soil were unsuitable 
for growing corn and yields were patchy. The most useful crops were kale and mangolds 
which provided winter feed for animals.

The terrible outbreak of Foot and Mouth disease in 2001 had a massive impact on north 
Craven.   large numbers of farmers lost their entire stock. The whole countryside was closed 
off and the local economy slumped.   afterwards, many farmers re-assessed their businesses, 
re-stocking with different breeds to take account of new market trends and diversifying into 
other enterprises such as the direct sale of produce and catering for the growing numbers 
of tourists in the area.

          Writing in 1861, 
a farmer looks back 

to the golden days of 
King George III

     Haymaking at Calf Cop, c. 1900 David Johnson 
Collection

    Wartime threshing at Otterburn Courtesy of 
Malhamdale Local History Group

     Signs like this were a familiar sight across Craven   
Courtesy of the Craven Herald

     Land Army girls at work, Horton-in-Ribblesdale Courtesy 
of Horton Local History Group

‘The Farmer’s Lament’ 

     Second World War 
Poster

1760-1820: Reign of King george III who was keenly interested in farming
1790-1815: Wars with France helped farming to flourish

Corn laws passed, disadvantaging the poor: 1815
1850 - 1870: Period of prosperity in farming

1870s: large-scale imports lead to depression in farming
1914: Outbreak of World War I

1939: Outbreak of World War II
1973: Britain joined the european Union

Period of agricultural depression in Craven: 1820 - 1850

Rise in emigration of farmers and agricultural workers: 1870s

Corn grown during wartime years: 1939 - 1945

Range of agricultural subsidy and stewardship schemes introduced: 1970s onwards

Foot and mouth disease in Craven: 2001
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Challenge and Change

how green is Our Valley?
Mounting awareness of the effects of climate change and rising energy costs has led 
to the formation of a growing number of community groups determined to tackle 
these challenges locally.

Clapham Community Co-operative and its 
Sustainability group are engaged in projects 
to produce local food and foster self-
sufficiency and community in village life.  

along with the growing of fruit and 
vegetables and the flowers to feed new 
hives of bees, bio-diesel is being made, home 
energy use is under review, and recycling 
is to the fore. all age groups, including 
children, are involved in planning, organising, 
planting and harvesting, and the enterprise 
is enriched by a generous mix of talent and 
resources.

Settle hydro is a community hydro 
electric scheme which aims to generate 
about 165,000 units of electricity per 
year  –  enough for around 50 homes. an 
archimedean screw has been installed at 
Settle Weir, next to Bridge end Mill using 
part of the old millrace.  

Settle hydro has recently won the Climate 
Week award 2011 for ‘Best Community 
Initiative’. 300 other communities have 
been inspired by its success to start similar 
projects of their own.

Burton-in-lonsdale Village Shop and Post 
Office is one of around 150 community 
owned shops in england. It was bought in 
2005 when under threat of closure and 
is co-managed by a small number of paid 
staff, supported by a dedicated band of 
volunteers. Many products are locally 
sourced or home made and the shop is 
a lifeline, especially to elderly people in 
the village. 

having been named as best rural retailer 
in the north West in 2007 and 2008, the 
shop is now a regional finalist in the 2011 
Countryside alliance awards.

     Members of the Sustainability Group planting potatoes 
in a field lent by local farmer John Dawson Courtesy of 
Clapham Community Co-operative Sustainability Group

     Learning the skills of bee-keeping Courtesy of Clapham 
Community Co-operative Sustainability Group

     Burton-in-Lonsdale Shop volunteers displaying some of 
their wares Courtesy of The Craven Herald & Pioneer

     Delivering the Archimedean screw to site Courtesy of 
Settle Hydro

1960: Sharp rise in global temperatures recorded

Kyoto protocol adopted, aimed at fighting global warming and reducing carbon emissions: 2005

More than 1,000 Post offices in the UK close or are for sale: 2010
UK fuel prices reach an all-time high: 2011

demand for oil predicted to surpass supply: 2015 

29.6 million cars in the UK: 2006

Burton-in-lonsdale shop bought by the community: 2005

Clapham Community Co-operative set up: 2006

Settle hydro Project went live: 2009
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1904: Angus begin to manufacture fire hose at Bentham

     Lairgill, Bentham, c.1900. The houses 
were built in the early 19th century 
for Irish textile workers brought from 
Lancashire. Four looms, for the weaving 
of sailcloth, were installed in the 
basement of each house 
David Johnson Collection

ChAllenge And ChAnge

From land to loom
In earlier times the grassland farming carried out in this area was largely non profit 
making and many farmers supplemented their income through spinning and weaving.

From the 16th century there is evidence in most villages of small-
scale spinning and weaving of wool, hemp, flax and, later, cotton 
and hand looms were found in many cottages. Raw materials were 
often supplied by middlemen who collected the finished work and 
sold it on. 

1765: James hargreaves invented the ‘Spinning Jenny’, 
        capable of spinning several threads at once

1769: Richard Arkwright patented the ‘Water Frame’, producing 
     stronger yarn but too big for domestic use

1779: Samuel Crompton combined the best features 
        of the ‘Jenny’ and ‘Water Frame’ in the ‘Mule’

1826: Cotton riots in lancashire by hand-loom weavers 
         protesting against decrease in income

1850s: economic boom years

1914: decline of the cotton industry begins

Textile industry of the 
      north-West is over by 1980

1750: Bentham high Mill constructed for spinning flax

1785: Bentham low Mill constructed for spinning flax

little north Western Railway arrives: 1848

1877: Ford begin silk spinning at low Mill

1883: linen trade in Bentham ends

Silk and artificial silk production ends: 1976

1736: All english ships required to carry 
  english-made sails

Mills for cotton spinning and weaving were established throughout 
the area, but it was at Bentham that the textile industry really 
made its mark and became the main occupation in the township. 
The high and low Mills specialised in the spinning and weaving 
of flax and the discovery of a tubular weaving technique for the 
production of hose pipes was made here. To this day fire hose 
equipment continues to be produced in Bentham.  In the later 19th 
century low Mill was turned over to silk spinning and continued 
in business until 1969. Artificial silk spinning was carried out at 
Kattan’s Wenning Silk Mills until 1976.

With the coming of the 
Industrial Revolution, many 
of the old manorial corn mills 
throughout north Craven were 
adapted for textile production 
and the number of power-looms 
increased rapidly. This caused 
considerable hardship for the 
hand-loom weavers and several 
writers record their plight.

    Circular loom in use at Angus & Co., 
Bentham David Johnson Collection

    Riveted leather fire hose, c.1930 
Courtesy of Angus Fire, Bentham (A UTC 
Company)

    Richard Hardacre, ‘Sexton Dickie’, puts 
into verse the plight of local cotton 
weavers    Wenning Silks, warping room, 1950s 

David Johnson Collection
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Challenge and Change

On the Move
North Craven is overlaid with a network of interconnecting routes of various ages, all 
of which reflect the changing needs of travellers.

Before the construction of roads fit for wheeled vehicles, the only 
way for people to move around was to walk or ride on horseback.   
goods were transported to and from market by trains of pack ponies, 
who were able to negotiate rough high ground and carry heavy 
loads supported by special pack saddles or in panniers. Many of the 
packhorse routes are still in use today as public rights of way.

drove roads had a different but equally important purpose.   local 
tracks were linked by a system of routes stretching far beyond the 
dales for the movement of animals for sale. The great cattle fairs 
of north Craven were a prime destination for Scottish drovers who 
spent many weeks on the journey.

By the second half of the 17th century, increasing economic prosperity 
highlighted the need for a better road system so that goods could 
be transported in larger quantities on carts and people could travel 
greater distances in the relative comfort of a coach. Turnpike Trusts 
were set up, with the object of managing road improvements by 
means of charging tolls to users. In Craven the most important 
north-south route - roughly the line of today’s a65 - was in the 
hands of the Keighley and Kendal Turnpike Trust, who maintained 
the road until it was taken over by the local authority in 1878. 

Ironically, in today’s world, it is the desire to travel faster and use 
ever-larger vehicles for transport in order to combat delivery costs, 
that is presenting this area with some of its greatest economic and 
environmental challenges.

     Pack pony and pack or ‘jagger’ man 
© Gill Barron. Photograph courtesy of 
Jennifer Gill

    The Old Drove Road

     Pre-turnpike milestone from the old 
main road over the moor from Long 
Preston to Settle. This can now be seen on 
Long Preston green near the telephone box

     Typical County Council milestone, 
erected after the end of the turnpike age

    The toll bar at Low Bentham, with gate and  toll board 
still in position, was in use until 1932 on a private road which 
provided the most direct route to Wennington and beyond 
David Johnson Collection

1706: First Turnpike Trust established in Buckinghamshire to improve roads

1784: Mail coaches began to run 1878: Turnpike Trusts disbanded

First motorway opened: 1958

1753: Keighley-Kendal Turnpike Trust established

1878: Main roads in Craven taken over by the local authority

Settle by-pass opened: 1988
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Challenge and Change

Cruck Frame Buildings 
Before 1600 most houses in Craven (apart from Skipton Castle and medieval 
Churches) were built in timber using a cruck frame construction. This was the earliest 
form of building technology and was used from as early as the 8th century until the 
16th century, when it was superceded by stone. Unfortunately these type of buildings 
have disappeared but tantalizing fragments can be found in some buildings today.  

Crucks were formed by splitting two pairs of crooked trees down 
the middle, which were then set up on the ground and joined at 
their apexes by a ridge tree. each pair of crucks was strengthened by 
a tie-beam; the cruck feet rested on stone bases, called stylobats, 
to preserve them. 

The sloping walls of the frames restricted the living space and the 
next step forward was to make the walls vertical. This was achieved 
by extending the tie-beams outwards till they were equal in length 
to the width between the bases of the crucks.

The rectangular single storey space had an open hearth in the 
middle for the fire, with a hole in the thatched roof to allow the 
smoke to escape. 

during the 17th c timber in the dales was in short supply 
and stone, which was more readily available, 
became the alternative building material. 
Tenants were given permission to 
rebuild their dwellings in stone, 
which had the advantage of 
being more durable. 

hearths moved from the 
centre of the room to the 
gable and were encased in 
huge projecting stacks, as 
in the Folly, which gave fire 
protection. 

    Traces of crucked structure still seen in the gable of a Barn at Newby Cote

    The Barn, Whitehouse Farm, Cliviger, Burnley, Lancashire. It was moved to Pendle Heritage 
Centre in 1984 for safekeeping

    A house with open hall; the version 
illustrated has two rooms and a cross passage 
aat the lower end, an open hall, and one room 
at the upper end; the cruck trusses include an 
open truss over the hall 
Drawing by Dr RW Brunskill

1066: norman Conquest

1347: Black death
1509 - 47: henry VIII

Mayflower sails to america: 1620

Charles I executed: 1649

1660: Restoration of Monarchyhearth Tax: 1660 - 97

1651 - 1851: Window Tax 

1665: The great Plague

1530 - 39: dissolution of Monastries affected abbey  
      land holdings in Craven

The great Rebuilding in Stone: 1650 - 1750 (earlier elsewhere)

1679: Building of the Folly

     Ling thatch, a 
coarse heather, 
surviving in a Barn 
at Drebly, nr 
Appletreewick, 
on the Devonshire 
estate
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The new 17th c houses were more sophisticated; they provided 
additional comforts and became status symbols. In the Dales 
they took the form of a longhouse with a barn at one end, divided 
into a series of rooms stretching from front to back, each with 
its own function and often heated, if the owner could afford it, 
for a Hearth Tax was introduced during this period (1660-1697). In 
Settle most of the houses had one hearth, essential for cooking 
and heating water. The Folly which was the most prosperous house 
in the town had nine hearths. 

The windows also reflected the wealth of the owner.  Again there 
was a tax from 1697-1851 on the number of windows in each house.  
Other features were the doorways. In the Settle region many of 
these have ornate carved stone lintels with the initials of the owners 
proudly displayed, and the date when the rebuilding occurred. 

The new houses were usually two storeyed which necessitated 
the introduction of a staircase.  Originally simple ladders sited at 
the back of the house, these gradually became an architectural 
feature in their own right. A particularly fine example is here in 
the Folly, contained within a substantial stone tower, which rises 
above the main roof to allow views out over the landscape. The 
present staircase terminates at the second floor. 

    Doorhead and 
chamfered jambs 
in a barn near 
Rathmell
This is probably a 
reused doorway.  
Lime mortar 
and not cement 
has been used 
for pointing 
Photograph by 
Roger Dyson

CHAllenge AnD CHAnge

The great Rebuilding:
everyman Turned Builder
Following the Restoration of the Monarchy in 1660, there was a period of prosperity 
in the North of England after the years of Civil War and general unrest. People felt 
confident that they could build something more substantial and permanent. For the 
next 60 years there was a period of Great Rebuilding during which time most of the 
early buildings were destroyed.  

        Drawings of Doorheads by Gordon 
Sanderson, an architect who lived in 
Rathmell, but was killed in the First World 
War.  He was one of the first people to 
recognise and appreciate the subtleties 
and varieties of craftsmanship and design, 
reflecting the vogue in the early 20th c in 
a revival of vernacular styles

        The Manor House in Clapham 
illustrates some of the main features of 
these new houses. The projecting chimney, 
datestone over the door, a projecting 
porch with dovecote in the apex, and 
a large window with five lights on the 
ground floor 
Photograph by Kevin Illingworth

    Often the lintels included symbols such 
as the Tree of Life here at The Brown Cow, 
High Bentham 
Photograph by Roger Dyson

    Spring Farm, Ingleton. Most dates 
recorded on door lintels in North Craven 
are between 1660 and 1699. There are 
several stones with early 18th c dates 
but these cease after 1720. The initials 
represent the names of the owner/builder, 
with the initial of his surname at the top 
and the Christian initial of the man on the 
left and his wife on the right 
Photograph by Kevin Illingworth

    The Cuddy 
Austwick. Many 
of the doorheads 
have intriguing 
symbols. Can you 
identify the three 
objects on the 
lintel?
Photograph by 
Kevin Illingworth
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Challenge and Change

georgian Craven
Early buildings were constructed in the vernacular using local traditions and materials by craftsmen whose 
names are usually unknown. Builders were unaware of fashions, but this changed in the 18th c as some 
began to travel abroad discovering classical architecture in Italy. As a result of these journeys many 
masons became architects and a new profession was born.  Many 16th and 17th c houses in Craven were 
enlarged during the Georgian period, effectively ‘Georgianised’ with new front elevations. 

The term Georgian Architecture describes buildings erected between the reigns of George I to George IV 
(1714 to 1830) and William IV 1830-1837. The first Georgian houses in Craven appear from 1780 onwards 
and continued into the Victorian era until 1870 when the styles changes again.

    Mewith Head, High Bentham 
Photograph Kevin Illingworth

     Bankwell House Giggleswick 
Photograph E M J Miller

    Goat Gap Farmhouse, Clapham 

1746: Battle of Culloden

1807: Slavery abolished

1805: Battle of Trafalgar: death of nelson

    Marshfield, Settle

    Abbeylands, Stackhouse 
Photograph E M J Miller

1775 - 81: american War 
   of Independance

1815: Battle of Waterloo - end of French wars

Mewith head, high Bentham, was 
probably built around 1750 and 
is an example of the transition 
from the 17th c medieval house 
to an 18th c georgian design.  
The façade is symmetrical and 
the doorway is in the centre 
with classical columns and a 
pediment. The windows however 
are more conservative and have 
traditional stone mullions and 
transomes, albeit a different 
shape to hold the small panes 
of glass.  dressed stone quoins, 
all of the same size, have 
been used at the gable ends, 
superseding the cruder stone of 
17th c buildings. 

Most georgian houses in Craven were extensions of earlier houses.  at 
Bankwell house in giggleswick, the 17th c house survives on the right, 
with a link to a larger georgian house, built in 1820, on the left. 

abbeylands at Stackhouse 
near Settle, is another example 
of a large south front added 
around 1820 to an earlier 
house at the rear.  By this date 
joinery and building techniques 
had advanced. Sash windows 
made of timber replaced the 
stone mullion windows. These 
were larger, less draughty, and 
displayed the joiner’s skill in 
manufacturing a large window, 
with thin wood glazing bars to 
hold the larger panes of glass 
then becoming available. 

Marshfield, Settle is very similar 
to abbeylands and Bankwell, 
but there is no earlier building at 
the rear which is very unusual in 
Craven. 

The old 17th c buildings were 
often georgianised. at goat 
gap Farmhouse, Clapham, a 
row of mullions, under the long 
dripstone, have been removed 
and in their place a georgian 
window and doorway have been 
inserted. 

georgian houses are always 
double pile, i.e. with rooms at 
the back as well as the front. 
The staircase is always at the 
back and is a prominent feature, 
providing access from the 
basement to the attic. 

1670: First sash windows manufactured in london 

Cross section of a sash window

1. Vertical stile
2. Top rail
3. Bottom rail
4. Meeting rail
5. Bevelled face
6. Through mortise and tenon
7.dovetailed bridle joint
8. glazing bar
9. Mortise and tenon
10. halving joint
11. Inner lining
12. Outer lining
13. Pully lining
14. Back lining
15. Parting slip
16. Soffit lining
17. Triangular block
18. Sill
19. Parting bead
20. Stop bead
21. Counterweight
22. Sash cord
23. Pulley wheel
24. Pocket

    View of a long staircase window in a 
small Georgian house in Long Preston

Keighley - Kendal Turnpike: 1753 long Preston - gisburn Turnpike: 1804 1848: little north Western Railway

1876: Settle - Carlisle Railway

Queen ann
1702 - 14

george 1
1714 - 27

george II
1727 - 60

george III
1760 - 1820

george IV
1820 - 30

William IV
1830 - 37

Queen Victoria
1837 - 1901

Sash windows becoming fashionable in Craven: 1800 
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